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Exodus 20:6

 ֹלא תִּׂשָא אֶת-ׁשֵם-יְהוָה אֱֹלהֶיָ, לַּׁשָוְא:  ּכִי  
 ֹלא יְנַּקֶה יְהוָה, אֵת אֲׁשֶר-יִּׂשָא אֶת-ׁשְמֹו
  .לַּׁשָוְא

Lo tisa et-shem-Adonai (YHVH) 
Elohecha lashav ki lo yenake Adonai 
(YHVH) et asher-yisa et-sh`mo lashav. 



Exodus 20:7
New International Version 

"You shall not misuse the 
name of the LORD your God, 
for the LORD will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses 
his name. 

New Living Translation 

"You must not misuse the 
name of the LORD your God. 
The LORD will not let you go 
unpunished if you misuse his 
name. 

English Standard Version 

“You shall not take the name 
of the LORD your God in vain, 
for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name 
in vain. 

New American Standard Bible  

"You shall not take the name 
of the LORD your God in vain, 
for the LORD will not leave 
him unpunished who takes 
His name in vain.



Exodus 20:7
King James Bible 

Thou shalt not take the name of 
the LORD thy God in vain; for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain. 

Holman Christian Standard Bible 

Do not misuse the name of the 
LORD your God, because the 
LORD will not leave anyone 
unpunished who misuses His 
name.  

NET Bible 

"You shall not take the name of 
the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold guiltless 
anyone who takes his name in 
vain.  

GOD'S WORD® Translation 

"Never use the name of the 
LORD your God carelessly. The 
LORD will make sure that 
anyone who carelessly uses his 
name will be punished.



Christian examples

• How Does One Take God's Name in Vain? 3:11 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcUUl9y_S9M 

• What does "taking the Lords name in vain" mean? 
1:12 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wYNr9q1WOY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcUUl9y_S9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wYNr9q1WOY


Exodus 20:6 JPS

Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy 
God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh His name in vain.



Jewish examples

Traditional Jewish understanding of the 

second command of  the Decalogue is reflected 

in the translation, "You shall not swear falsely 

by the name of the LORD your God; for the 

LORD will not clear one who swears falsely by 

His name." By this interpretation this command 

bans the use of the divine name in false oaths 

to back up assertions in court or otherwise. 



Jewish examples

Another Jewish tradition dating to the Second-Temple 

period based the avoidance of pronouncing the name 

of YHWH on this command. "You shall not take the 

name of the LORD in vain" then means either "You 

shall not mispronounce it" or "You shall not 
pronounce it in a wrong context (outside the temple)," 

thereby bringing on a person the curse of God . 



Jewish examples

The fact that YHVH continued to be used in names 

found in extrabiblical texts until the Exile and in 

biblical texts well after the Exile suggests that the 

name was regularly pronounced with its vowels well 
into the fifth century B.C. However, by the time the 

Septuagint was translated in the third century B.C., 
Jews had developed such fear of misusing God's name 

that they stopped speaking the name aloud, for fear of 

death should they mispronounce it (cf. Lev. 24:16).



Jewish examples

Therefore they replaced it with Adonai. This meant that 
when the translators encountered the tetragrammaton 

(YHWH) they rendered it as Κύριος (kyrios), which carries 

over into New Testament citations of Old Testament 
texts involving the divine name, and into English 

translations of the name as "LORD." 



Exodus 20:6

 ֹלא תִּׂשָא אֶת-ׁשֵם-יְהוָה אֱֹלהֶיָ, לַּׁשָוְא:  ּכִי  
 ֹלא יְנַּקֶה יְהוָה, אֵת אֲׁשֶר-יִּׂשָא אֶת-ׁשְמֹו
  .לַּׁשָוְא

Lo tisa et-shem-Adonai (YHVH) 
Elohecha lashav ki lo yenake Adonai 
(YHVH) et asher-yisa et-sh`mo lashav. 





Naso

Take a census of the sons of Gershon also, 
by their fathers’ houses and by their clans. 

Num. 4:22



Naso

The word Naso is formed by combining the Hebrew 

consonants nun, shin, and alef. The combination creates 

Strong’s Hebrew word #5375, pronounced naw - so’. This is 

a derivative form of the Hebrew verb nasa [naw-saw’], 
meaning “elevate; fetch; cause to arise; cause to advance; 

bring forward; cause to step up; give attention to, give 

regard to, give respect to.”  
(The Rabbi’s Son commentary on Naso)





Naso Word Picture
The words nasa and naso are both made up of the letters 

nun.., shin.., and alef … When we look at these letters one by 

one, we find that the letter nun is a hieroglyphic-like picture 

representing a son or heir. The shin represents a picture of 
ascending tongues of fire (flames), such as Moshe saw 

coming from the bush on Sinai in Exodus 3. The alef 
represents the Holy One, from whom all things emanate.  

Putting this all together, we see that the word naso presents 

a Hieroglyphic-like mural of a son or heir entering 

ascending flames and appearing before the Holy One.  

(The Rabbi’s Son commentary on Naso)



Ex. 28:12

 יב. וְ ַמְתָ אֶת- ְתֵי הָאֲבָנִים עַל ִתְפֹת הָאֵפֹד אַבְנֵי זִ ָֹרן לִבְנֵי יִ
 :ְָראֵל וְנָּשא אַהֲֹרן אֶת- ְמ תָם לִפְנֵי יְה ָה עַל- ְתֵי כְתֵפָיו לְזִ ָֹרן
12. Vesamta et-sh`tei ha-avanim al kitfot ha-efod av`nei 
zikaron liv`nei Israel venasa Aharon et-sh`motam lifnei 
Adonai al-sh`tei chetefav lezikaron. 
12. And you shall put the two stones upon the shoulders 
of the ephod for stones of memorial to the people of 
Israel; and Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord 
upon his two shoulders for a memorial.  



Ex. 28:29
 כט. וְנָּׁשָא אַהֲֹרן אֶת- ְמ ת ְנֵי-יִ ְָראֵל ְח ֶן הַמִ ְ ָט עַל-לִ ְבֹא

  :אֶל-הַֹקֶד לְזִ ָֹרן לִפְנֵי-יְה ָה תָמִיד
29. Venasa Aharon et-sh`mot b`nei-Israel bechoshen 

hamishpat al-libo bevoo el-hakodesh lezikaron lifnei-
Adonai tamid.  

29. And Aaron shall bear the names of the people of 
Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, 

when he goes in to the holy place, for a memorial before 

the Lord continually.  







Num. 6:27

27. And they shall put my name upon the people 
of Israel; and I will bless them.  

Because they bore the stamp of His name they 
were objects of His blessing. 



Deut. 26:18-19

18. And the Lord has declared you this day to be 
his special people, as he has promised you, and 
that you should keep all his commandments;  
19. And to set you high above all nations which 
he has made, in praise, and in name, and in 
honor; and that you may be a holy people to the 
Lord your God, as he has spoken.  



Ownership

Like the Shema, which was to be inscribed on 
houses and gates and on phylacteries on the 
forehead, to bear the name of God means to 
have His name branded on one's person as a 

mark of divine ownership.  



Stamp of the King

When YHVH commissioned prophets, He 
authorized them to use professional formulas 
like the citation formula, "Thus has the Lord 

YHVH declared" (Ezek. 2:4), or the summons 
formula, "Hear the word of the LORD" (Amos. 

3:1).  
The prophetic expression "the declaration of the 

Lord YHVH" functioned as an oral signatory 
formula. 



False Prophets
Ezekiel 13:3-9  

Those who say, "The declaration of YHVH" have 

envisioned emptiness and deceptive divination. Even 

though YHVH has not commissioned them, they 

expect him to fulfill the pronouncement! Surely you 

have envisioned an empty vision and declared a 

deceptive divination—you, who say, 'The declaration 

of YHVH," when I have not even spoken.



Mark of Ownership

Derives from the practice of branding or marking 

slaves like animals with the name of their owner. 

This custom was widespread in the ancient world, 
being attested in Egypt from the New Kingdom 

(sixteenth to eleventh centuries) to the fifth century 

B.C., as well as in Assyria and Babylonia.  



Mark of Ownership
Some such practice seems to underlie Isaiah 44:5: 

'This one will say, Ί am YHVH's, another will be called 

by the name of Jacob, still another will inscribe his 

hand, “belonging to YHVH”, and claim the name of 
Israel" (author's translation). The custom of 

inscribing lamed + a name is well known from 

Israelite and Judahite stamp seal inscriptions on 

bullae and pottery sherds identifying the owners of 
vessels or documents.  

  



Bulla inscribed in paleo-Hebrew 
Discovered during the Temple Mount Sifting Project, this 

seventh-century B.C.E. clay bulla inscribed in paleo-Hebrew 
script with the phrase “Gibeon, for the king” provides new 

evidence for how ancient taxes were collected during the reign 
of the Biblical King Manasseh. 



Belonging to YHVH
In Isaiah 44:5 the five letters (“belonging to YHVH”) function 

as a brand on the hand identifying the bearer as the property 

of YHVH. This is what Israel had become at Mount Sinai. 
Through the covenant ratification proceedings, the 

beneficiaries of YHVH's great acts of deliverance—the people 

who had only recently been the enslaved property of Pharaoh 

but had been freed to become the vassals of YHVH—were 

stamped with His name. But in this case the stamp not only 

claimed Israel as the people belonging to YHVH; it also 

meant that everywhere the people went they represented 

Him and declared to the world the privilege of being His. 



His Name is Read on You

Deuteronomy 28:9-10: ”The LORD will establish you 

as his holy people, as he has sworn to you, if you 

keep the commandments of the LORD your God and 

walk in his ways. All the peoples of the earth shall 
see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and 

they shall be afraid of you" (NRSV).  



His Name is Read on You

Verse 10 reads literally, "All the peoples of the earth 

will see that YHVH's name is read/called on you”.  

The New Jerusalem Bible interprets the clause: 
"The peoples of the earth, seeing that you bear 

YHVH's name, will all be afraid of you."  



in Vain

 ּׁשָוְא
Vain is the Hebrew word “shave” (H 7723) and it 
means desolation, uselessness or nothingness. 



in Vain

Being branded by Adonai's name and claiming to 
belong to Him, while doing homage to and serving 

other gods and so acting as if one belongs to 
some other god. 



Walking in His Ways
If the Israelites would claim YHVH as their God and claim to 

be His people, then they must live according to His revealed 

will, which is variously expressed as "walking in the ways of 
YHVH," "serving Him," "observing His commands and the 

stipulations of the covenant." If the Israelites would do this, 
the nations would see how blessed they were to have such 

righteous laws by which to live (Deut. 4:6-8), and YHVH's 

fame would spread to all the earth (26:19).  



Walk Like He Walked

Yeshua the Messiah, the righteous, is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 

for the whole world. This is how we know that we 
know Him: if we keep his mitzvot. 

He who says, "I know him," and doesn't keep His 
mitzvot, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

But whoever keeps his word, God's love has most 
assuredly been perfected in him. 

This is how we know that we are in Him: he who says 
he remains in Him ought himself also to walk just like 

He walked.
1 John 2:2-6



Profaning, Defiling His Name 

Having been stamped by YHVH's name, if 

they behaved like the nations, as if they 

belonged to Baal or some other god, and 

committed abominable crimes, then His 

name would be  

profaned (Lev. 18:21),  
defiled (Ezek. 43:8),  

and blasphemed (Lev. 24:11, 16). 



Soiling His Reputation
First, when the Israelites behaved like the nations, they 

misrepresented the character of their God who called 

them to be holy as He is holy (Lev. 19:2) and to be 

compassionate as He is compassionate (Deut. 
10:17-18).  

Second, when they went into exile they not only spread 

this poison to the lands of their captivity, but they also 

caused people to draw the wrong conclusions about 
God.  

Ezekiel captured this issue perfectly in 36:17-23.  



Profaned Among the Nations
The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, when the 

house of Israel lived in their own land, they defiled it by 
their ways and their deeds. Their ways before me were like 
the uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity. So I 
poured out my wrath upon them for the blood that they had 
shed in the land, for the idols with which they had defiled it. 

I scattered them among the nations, and they were 
dispersed through the countries. In accordance with their 

ways and their deeds I judged them. But when they came to 
the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy 

name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the people of 
the LORD, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ But I had 
concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel had 

profaned among the nations to which they came.



Profaned Among the Nations

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O 
house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for 

the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations to which you 

came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my 
great name, which has been profaned among 

the nations, and which you have profaned 
among them. And the nations will know that I 
am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when 
through you I vindicate my holiness before 

their eyes. Ezek. 36:17-23



The City That Bears Your Name
O Lord, in view of all your righteous acts, let your anger and 

wrath, we pray, turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy 
mountain; because of our sins and the iniquities of our 
ancestors, Jerusalem and your people have become a 

disgrace among all our neighbors. Now therefore, O our God, 
listen to the prayer of your servant and to his supplication, 
and for your own sake, Lord, let your face shine upon your 

desolated sanctuary. 
Incline your ear, O my God, and hear. Open your eyes and look 
at our desolation and the city that bears your name. We do not 

present our supplication before you on the ground of our 
righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercies. 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, listen and act and do 
not delay! For your own sake, O my God, because your city 

and your people bear your name!
Dan. 9:16-19



The City On A Hill

“You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. 
Matt. 5:14-16



Hallowed Name

The same concept is reflected in the 
opening to the Lord's Prayer: "Our Father 
in heaven; hallowed be your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:9-10) 

 



His Reputation
Jesus then elaborated in verses 11-13, 

"Give us today the bread that we need—because 
your reputation is at stake; and forgive us our 

transgressions as we forgive those who 
transgress against us— because your reputation 

is at stake, and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from the evil—because your 

reputation is at stake; For yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen" 

(Matt. 6:11-13) 
 



Romans 2:16-24
But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely 

upon the Law and boast in God, and know 
His will and approve the things that are 

essential, being instructed out of the Law, 
and are confident that you yourself are a 

guide to the blind, a light to those who are 
in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a 

teacher of the immature, having in the Law 
the embodiment of knowledge and of the 
truth, you, therefore, who teach another, 

do you not teach yourself?  



Romans 2:16-24
While you preach against stealing, do you 

steal? You who say that one must not 
commit adultery, do you commit 

adultery? You who abhor idols, do you 
rob temples? You who boast in the law 

dishonor God by breaking the law. 
For, as it is written, “The name of God is 

blasphemed among the Gentiles because 
of you.” 

 



1 Peter 4:14-19

If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory 

and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it 
should not be as a murderer or thief or any 
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not 
be ashamed, but praise God that you bear 
that name. For it is time for judgment to 

begin with God’s household; and if it begins 
with us, what will the outcome be for those 

who do not obey the gospel of God? 



1 Peter 4:14-19

And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be 
saved, what will become of the ungodly 

and the sinner?” So then, those who 
suffer according to God’s will should 
commit themselves to their faithful 
Creator and continue to do good.  



Highest Honor
To suffer for the name of Christ is the highest honor 
imaginable. Those who bear His name share in His 
suffering. However, Peter distinguished between 

suffering caused by bearing His name and suffering 
caused by being morally reprehensible. Those who are 
immoral (murderers, thieves, criminals, and meddlers), 

and those who do not obey the gospel deserve the 
suffering they get, for they have not only violated the 
standards of righteousness of the One whose name 

they claim to bear, but they have also brought shame 
on the name itself. But those who suffer in accord with 
God's will—rather than their own—trust in their faithful 

Creator for vindication. 
 



Honorable Name
"Are they not the ones who blaspheme the 
honorable name by which you were called 

[lit., 'the honorable name that is called/
read on you']?" (author's translation). 

Some such custom may also underlie the 
expression "to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ" (Acts 2:38; 10:48), because 

after baptism new believers were 
recognized as bearers of the Name. 



Name Tags



Christian Identity Markers
One day the son of a wealthy South Asian 
businessman told his father, a Muslim, of 
his decision to follow Jesus. The son was 

given six months to recant or be 
disinherited and die in all but the physical 
sense of the word. Having made clear his 

decision, overnight he went from being the 
heir of a prosperous businessman to 

cleaning toilets at a Christian orphanage in 
exchange for food and a place to sleep. 



Christian Identity Markers

Around the same time, and not far from 
his city, a cluster of villagers came to 
trust in the one they call Isa al Masih, 

[Yeshua the Messiah] and did so without 
large-scale rejection by the rest of the 

town. I asked an acquaintance from that 
area to tell me what differences the 

neighbors saw in these followers of Isa al 
Masih as a result of this new faith.



Christian Identity Markers
“They see that they don’t beat their wives 
anymore and don’t go to the prostitutes. 

They provide money so that their children 
can remain in school. In the markets they 
offer a fair price, and when selling they 
don’t cheat with the scales.” And, he 

emphasized, the other villagers recognize 
that these changes are related to their 

relationship to Jesus.



Christian Identity Markers

Faithfulness in persecution and lived-out,
biblical contextualization have won the

confidence of many and given hope that
the community of believers will grow…

Living Out an “In Christ” Identity: Research and Reflections Related to 
Muslims Who Have Come to Faith in Jesus Christ by David Greenlee 



Christian Identity Markers
To borrow from the words of the Lord Himself 
(Matt. 5:1-16), those who are "branded" with 
His name are characterized as poor in spirit; 
they grieve with those who grieve; they are 

meek; they hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; they are pure in heart; they are 

peacemakers; they accept persecution and 
ridicule for righteousness' sake. Will those 

who bear the brand of Christ be salt and light 
in a dark world, and when others view their 
lives, will they glorify God in heaven, whose 

name they bear? 



Being Good

Some time ago at a scholarly conference 
a panel of seasoned scholars was asked 
by a young student in the audience what 
advice they would give him and others as 
they entered the competitive world. One 
of the panelists, who was retired at the 
time, gave terse, wise counsel when he 
said, "Be good at what you do, and be 

good, period." 



Bearing the Name With Honor

We should pursue excellence in what we 
do. 

And everything that you perform in word 
and in works, do in the name of our Lord 
Yeshua the Messiah and give thanks by 

him to God the Father. Col. 3:17



Bearing the Name With Honor

We should pursue excellence in what we 
do. 

Reward her for what she has done, and 
let her achievements praise her at the city 

gates. Prov. 31:31



Bearing the Name With Honor

Hebrews 10:24, "Let us consider how to 
provoke one another to love and good 

deeds" 



Bearing the Name With Honor
Some people are rejected simply because 
of the institution whose name they bear on 

their name tags. Sometimes, however, 
others have difficulty respecting their 

work because they are known personally. 
Some individuals complain that their work 

is not taken seriously because they are 
conservative, or evangelical. They may 

even wear this kind of rejection as a badge 
of honor, thinking they are suffering for 

the name of Christ,



Bearing the Name With Honor

when in fact they are rejected because 
they are unpleasant people: they are 

closed-minded in their thinking; they are 
dismissive of people who think 

differently; their arguments are often ad 
hominem rather than addressing the 

issues; they are overly impressed with 
their own work;



Bearing the Name With Honor

they are more focused on defending 
their own understanding of truth than 

in engaging in the search for truth; they 
are more concerned about making a 

name for themselves than about 
healthy conversation, let alone making 

a name for Christ. 



Bearing the Name With Honor
Paul's advice to young Titus is 

perpetually and universally relevant: 
"Show yourself in all respects a model of 

good works, and in your teaching [or 
whatever else your calling] show 

integrity, gravity, and sound speech that 
cannot be censured; then any opponent 
will be put to shame, having nothing evil 

to say of us" (Titus 2:7-8) 



Bearing the Name With Honor
Believers are branded with the name of 
the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the 
great, mighty, and awesome God! But 

with this high honor comes a high 
challenge: 

to do one's work and to conduct one's 
life in ways that bring honor to the 

Lord. 



Taking The Lord's name in vain - Do Not Bring Shame 

Upon His Name  

Matthew Vander Els  6:13

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi5FSTe3nws

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi5FSTe3nws


Bearing the Name With Honor

May every believer in the Messiah 
determine to build others up in the faith 
and in the work to which they have been 
called, to give radiant testimony to the 

grace of Elohim, for the advance of truth, 
the health of the assembly, and the honor 
of the One whose name believers humbly, 

but boldly, bear. 
Amen.


